
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS:
Culture and Creativity for the Western Balkans (CC4WBs)

Open Call for Proposals
Ref: CC4WBS003OR/2025
Peer to Peer exchanges
Important Notes: 
· Some questions may have been adjusted for clarity or privacy protection.
· Where the same question is repeated, the organizers may refer to an answer previously prepared and published, without repeating the answer.
· Q&A is in chronological order, scroll down for latest questions and answers.


Question 1
Q: 1-Are we as a professional high school from Albania eligible to apply as Lead? 
2-If yes, can we apply in 1 proposal with 4 student and 1 teacher? 
4-If No, can we apply in collaboration with a CSO from Albania?
3-The bank details are mandatory in the school's name?

A: As a public institution you are eligible. There is no ‘lead’ just an APPLICANT.
Applicant may not submit more than 1 application(s) under this call for applications whilst there is not a declared limitation in the number of participants. As reported in the Project Proposal annex to this Open Call, you must clearly define the participants in the peer-to-peer exchange project and their needs, explaining the benefits for them and/or wider community. 
Yes, the bank details are mandatory in the school’s name.

Question 2
Q: What do you mean with "Peer to Peer" in this Call?

A: The call intends an exchange of knowledge between peers involved in the required thematic windows (1 and 4 as reported in the call) and being part of the eligible applicants: 
Public institutions (museums, galleries, theatres, institutes for the protection of cultural and natural 
heritage, universities, cultural institutions, research institutes, tourism offices, and others, in 
accordance with the legislation), local governments (municipalities/cities) legally established in the 
Western Balkans IPA Beneficiaries, Civil society organisations (CSOs): foundations and non-profit organisations, registered in one of the Western Balkans IPA Beneficiaries.

Question 3
Q: Good afternoon.
 We are considering applying with a project whose main goal is to present a good practice example of the re-adaptation of a cinema in Skopje into a cultural centre, and to share this knowledge and experience in Serbia within the framework of a festival program.
 As part of the project, we would like to organize:
 - a public lecture (presentation and discussion) as part of the conference with guests from Skopje,
 
- a workshop with students, focused on spatial/cultural re-use and community-based cultural production, and
 - an artistic program that would temporarily revive and activate an abandoned cinema space in Serbia through performative and cultural content.
 The applicant would be an organization based in Serbia, while the good practice case from Skopje would participate as a guest partner, contributing expertise and practical experience.
 Could you please confirm whether this concept fits within the scope and priorities of the call, considering that the applicant would be from Serbia and the good practice case would be included as an international partner/guest example?

A:  The concept  of the call is about learning experiences, and as such it may fit with the call but the hosting organisation must be one of the organisations included in the list on the call for proposals, that are listed under the Section VI of the Call.  

Question 4
Q: Hello! We are the Multifunctional Association for Culture, Education and Development  and we have been operating as an association since March 2018 with headquarters. As an organization with experience in the field that you prioritize, we want to be part of the application but we are having difficulty finding an organization from another country in the Western Balkans. We have written to several organizations whose contacts you have made available but they have not responded to us yet. Can we have an answer on how we can find an organization and exchange the ideas we have for applying. Thank you!

A: The hosting organizations are already provided for you in the section VI – click on the link to review the possibilities. 


Question 5
Q: We are currently preparing a project proposal for the Peer-to-Peer Exchanges – Call for Proposals (Round 3) and would kindly appreciate your clarification regarding the eligibility and role of the Host organization.
In order to ensure full compliance with the Call’s requirements, we would like to confirm the following points:
1- Is it mandatory that the Host organization must be an organization that has been a previous beneficiary (grantee) of the CC4WBs programme?
2- Is it possible for an organization that has not previously been a CC4WBs grantee to act as a Host or co-host within the framework of this Call?
3- In cases where the Applicant organization has previously been a CC4WBs grantee, is it allowed for the Applicant to also act as the Host organization for the peer-to-peer exchange?
 
A: 1- yes, it is mandatory – and more than that the hosting organization is listed in the Section VI of the call (on the link)
2 – no, it is not possible 
3 – yes, it is possible. You can just apply one time as applicant but if your organisation is in the list under section VI  you can also act as a hosting organization. 

Question 6
Q: 1. As grant beneficiaries under Thematic Window 4, we would like to inquire whether we are eligible to submit a project proposal in which the partners would be institutions or organizations that have not previously been grant recipients under this programme, but would instead participate for the first time as partners. In this case, our organization would act as the host, and all planned activities would be implemented by us. We would kindly appreciate your confirmation as to whether this type of partnership and project implementation model is acceptable under this Call for Proposals.   
A: The partner can be any organisation as per the Who can apply section of the Call– the hosting organization may apply as Lead applicant (also any organization as per the who can apply section) but not in the same project as the one where it is a host organization. Hosting organization can only be those as per Section VI of the call


Question 7
Q: 
1- Regarding the Budget of the Project. If this Project Proposal wins, are you going to fund us directly or we must implement it with our funds and you’re going to refund the eligible expenses (just like with the EU funded projects)? 
2- Regarding the document Form 6 Declaration of Eligibility for Applicant and Partners Statute (for Organisations) or other document confirming the mandate of the organisation.
 -	Balance sheet and income statement for 2022 and/or 2023 certified by a chartered accountant or authorised person, or equivalent (financial statements.
 -	Certificate from relevant tax authority that the legal entity ) has paid all due taxes in accordance with the local legislation. This certificate should be issued in 2024/2025, for public entities, equivalent financial reports and certificates are accepted. 

At what date do we have to submit a copy of the above-mentioned documents? Do we have to submit these documents on the 16th of February or just based on your request? 
 
3- Regarding the document 5 FINANCIAL IDENTIFICATION FORM, regarding the bank statement, is it ok a 1 month statement of our institution Euro bank account?


A: 1- The grantee will be funded directly as per the amount required. The co-financing is in charge of the applicant. The tranches and funds will be subject to contracting but not as a reimbursement.

2- Balance sheet and income statement for 2022 and/or 2023 and certificate from relevant tax authority issued in 2024/2025 should be presented during the due diligence phase, after the selection process is completed.

3- yes, 1 month is fine. 

Question 8
Q:
1.	Is our understanding correct that the Applicant can be any eligible organisation or institution from the Western Balkans IPA beneficiaries and does not need to be a beneficiary of previous CC4WBs grants, while the Hosting organisation must be one of the organisations that were beneficiaries of grants under the previous CC4WBs Calls?
 	2.	Would it be acceptable to indicate in the application form that the implementation of project activities is planned for the period September–November 2026, considering that the period immediately after the contract signature would not be suitable due to the summer months, when universities and museums are mostly on collective holidays, and these institutions represent our main target groups?


A: 1- yes, it is right. 
2- yes, it is acceptable.


Question 9
Q: Dear CC4WBs Team,
 
We would kindly like to request a clarification regarding the eligibility of hosting organisations under the Open Call for Proposals for Peer-to-Peer Exchanges (Ref. CC4WBSOR003/2025).

Our organisation, established in Serbia, has contacted several cultural institutions in Montenegro that are included in the official list of previously awarded CC4WBs grantees (Thematic Windows 1 and 4). Unfortunately, due to institutional constraints and timing, the organisations with which we have established strong professional cooperation are not in a position to host a peer-to-peer exchange visit within the required timeframe.
 
In this context, we would appreciate your guidance on the following point:
 
Considering that the peer-to-peer exchange visit must be carried out in a Western Balkans IPA Beneficiary other than that of the Applicant’s seat of registration, and taking into account the objective of the programme to foster regional cooperation and expand professional networks, would it be possible for a national cultural institution in Montenegro that has not previously been a CC4WBs grantee — such as the National Library of Montenegro — to act as a hosting organisation for a peer-to-peer exchange visit?
 
More specifically, we would like to understand whether the hosting organization is required, in all cases and without exception, to be selected exclusively from the list of previously awarded CC4WBs grantees, or whether the involvement of a new institution may be considered admissible in cases where the exchange contributes to the expansion of the CC4WBs network and aligns fully with the thematic priorities of the call.
 
A: Hosting organisation must be one of the organisations that were beneficiaries of grants under the previous CC4WBs Calls as listed in the Section VI of the call.

